
The United Church of Bethel 
An Open, Affirming Congregation of the UCC/UUA 

January 10, 2021 
 

Tom Harty – Pastor 
Becky Kondi- Keyboard & Vocals, Larry Noble – Guitar & Vocals, 

W= Please Stand If you Are Able 
All Prayers and Service Music are Found in the Folders in the Music Racks 

 

Centering & Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

Introit 

Greeting and Responsive Call to Worship 
L  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
     and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
P  And also with you. 

L Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give him thanks and praise 

Something made the hairs stand up on our necks. Was it you, O God? 
Was it you that we saw blowing over the water? 

Was it you that we heard in those steps? 
Was it you that we felt in the beating of our own hearts? 

Was it you that called our names? 
Come, O God. Come to search us. Come to know us again. 

We were knit in your womb. We have tried to count your works. 
Come, O God, so that we can hear you calling our names. 
Here and now. 
Let us worship God! 
 

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer 
W Hymn NCH 157 Brightest and Best 

Prayer of Confession 

Holy One, you have called us by name. 
You will not let us lounge in bed. 

You wake us up in the middle of the night to remember… 
You will not let us hide under the tree. 



You summon us from the shade to be changed… 
You will not let us bury our secrets within the earth. 

You unearth our fears and speak them aloud…. 
Forgive us, O God, when we cannot speak. 
Reveal the words we need most. 
In Jesus Christ, we pray.     Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Our God knows you by name. 
Our God knows what you fear. 
For you are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
In your name, God’s works are revealed again to us. Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

First Reading: 1Samuel 3:1-20 
Psalm: 139 

Refrain: Search me O God and know my heart 
W Gloria Patri 

Epistle: 1Corinthians 6:12-20 
Choral Anthem  

W Gospel John 1-43-51 
W Hymn NCH 286Spirit of Gentleness 

Sermon 
Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer 
Choral Response: Hear Our Prayer O Lord. 

Offering 
W Doxology & Prayer of Dedication 

W Hymn NCH 597 Shall We Gather at the River 
W Benediction 

W Choral Benediction 
Postlude  

(Please remain seated for a period of quiet meditation and  
appreciation for the music our worship team provides.) 

 

Whoever you are, Wherever you are on life's journey, You are welcome here. 
Our Faith is 2000 Years Old; Our Thinking is Not. 

 



 

READINGS 

 

FIRST READING 
1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20) 

Now the boy Samuel was serving the Lord under Eli. The Lord’s word was rare at that 
time, and visions weren’t widely known. One day Eli, whose eyes had grown so weak 
he was unable to see, was lying down in his room. God’s lamp hadn’t gone out yet, and 
Samuel was lying down in the Lord’s temple, where God’s chest was.  

The Lord called to Samuel. “I’m here,” he said.  

Samuel hurried to Eli and said, “I’m here. You called me?”  

“I didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go lie down.” So he did.  

Again the Lord called Samuel, so Samuel got up, went to Eli, and said, “I’m here. You 
called me?”  

“I didn’t call, my son,” Eli replied. “Go and lie down.”  

(Now Samuel didn’t yet know the Lord, and the Lord’s word hadn’t yet been revealed 
to him.)  

A third time the Lord called Samuel. He got up, went to Eli, and said, “I’m here. You 
called me?”  

Then Eli realized that it was the Lord who was calling the boy. So Eli said to Samuel, 
“Go and lie down. If he calls you say, ‘Speak, Lord. Your servant is listening.’ ” So 
Samuel went and lay down where he’d been.  

Then the Lord came and stood there, calling just as before, “Samuel, Samuel!”  

Samuel said, “Speak. Your servant is listening.”  

The Lord said to Samuel, “I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears 
of all who hear it tingle! On that day, I will bring to pass against Eli everything I said 
about his household—every last bit of it! I told him that I would punish his family 
forever because of the wrongdoing he knew about—how his sons were cursing God, 
but he wouldn’t stop them. Because of that I swore about Eli’s household that his 
family’s wrongdoing will never be reconciled by sacrifice or by offering.”  

Samuel lay there until morning, then opened the doors of the Lord’s house. Samuel was 
afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel, saying: “Samuel, my son!”  

“I’m here,” Samuel said.  

“What did he say to you?” Eli asked. “Don’t hide anything from me. May God deal 
harshly with you and worse still if you hide from me a single word from everything he 
said to you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him.  



“He is the Lord,” Eli said. “He will do as he pleases.”  

As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy 
prophet of the LORD. 

 

PSALM 139:1–6, 13–18 

Search Me O God and Know My Heart 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  

You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  

you discern my thoughts from far away.  

You search out my path and my lying down,  

and are acquainted with all my ways.  

Search Me O God and Know My Heart 

Even before a word is on my tongue,  

O Lord, you know it completely.  

You hem me in, behind and before,  

and lay your hand upon me.  

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  

it is so high that I cannot attain it.  

Search Me O God and Know My Heart 

For it was you who formed my inward parts;  

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  

Wonderful are your works;  

that I know very well.  

Search Me O God and Know My Heart 

My frame was not hidden from you,  

when I was being made in secret,  



intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.  

In your book were written  

all the days that were formed for me,  

when none of them as yet existed.  

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!  

How vast is the sum of them!  

I try to count them—they are more than the sand;  

I come to the end—I am still with you.  

Search Me O God and Know My Heart 

 

EPISTLE READING 

1 Corinthians 6:12–20 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful 
for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and 
the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant 
not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord 
and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a 
prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one 
body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the 
Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is 
outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and 
that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in 
your body.  

 

GOSPEL READING 

John 1:43–51 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and 
also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, 
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When 
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” 
Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael 



replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, 
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.”  
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